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31.002

Profit center means (except for sub-
parts 31.3 and 31.6) the smallest organi-
zationally independent segment of a
company charged by management with
profit and loss responsibilities.

Projected benefit cost method means ei-
ther—

(1) Any of the several actuarial cost
methods that distribute the estimated
total cost of all of the employees’ pro-
spective benefits over a period of years,
usually their working careers; or

(2) A modification of the accrued ben-
efit cost method that considers pro-
jected compensation levels.

Proposal means any offer or other
submission used as a basis for pricing a
contract, contract modification, or ter-
mination settlement or for securing
payments thereunder.

Qualified pension plan means a pen-
sion plan comprising a definite written
program communicated to and for the
exclusive benefit of employees that
meets the criteria deemed essential by
the Internal Revenue Service as set
forth in the Internal Revenue Code for
preferential tax treatment regarding
contributions, investments, and dis-
tributions. Any other plan is a non-
qualified pension plan.

Self-insurance charge means a cost
which represents the projected average
loss under a self-insurance plan.

Service life means the period of useful-
ness of a tangible capital asset (or
group of assets) to its current owner.
The period may be expressed in units of
time or output. The estimated service
life of a tangible capital asset (or group
of assets) is a current forecast of its
service life and is the period over which
depreciation cost is to be assigned.

Spread-gain  actuarial cost method
means any of the several projected ben-
efit actuarial cost methods under
which actuarial gains and losses are in-
cluded as part of the current and future
normal costs of the pension plan.

Standard cost means any cost com-
puted with the use of preestablished
measures.

Tangible capital asset means an asset
that has physical substance, more than
minimal value, and is expected to be
held by an enterprise for continued use
or possession beyond the current ac-
counting period for the services it
yields.
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Termination of employment gain or 1oss
means an actuarial gain or loss result-
ing from the difference between the as-
sumed and actual rates at which pen-
sion plan participants separate from
employment for reasons other than re-
tirement, disability, or death.

Variance means the difference be-
tween a preestablished measure and an
actual measure.

Weighted average cost means an inven-
tory costing method under which an
average unit cost is computed periodi-
cally by dividing the sum of the cost of
beginning inventory plus the cost of
acquisitions by the total number of
units included in these two categories.

Welfare benefit fund means a trust or
organization which receives and accu-
mulates assets to be used either for the
payment of postretirement benefits, or
for the purchase of such benefits, pro-
vided such accumulated assets form a
part of a postretirement benefit plan.

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 17, 1983, as amended at 54
FR 13024, Mar. 29, 1989; 61 FR 39217, July 26,
1996; 61 FR 69288, Dec. 31, 1996; 63 FR 58596,
Oct. 30, 1998; 66 FR 2131, Jan. 10, 2001; 68 FR
28091, May 22, 2003; 68 FR 43866, July 24, 2003;
74 FR 65612, Dec. 10, 2009]

31.002 Availability of
guide.

Contractors needing assistance in de-
veloping or improving their accounting
systems and procedures may request a
copy of the Defense Contract Audit
Agency Pamphlet No. 7641.90, Informa-
tion for Contractors. The pamphlet is
available via the Internet at hitp:/
www.dcaa.mil.

accounting

[67 FR 6120, Feb. 8, 2002]

Subpart 31.1—Applicability

31.100 Scope of subpart.

This subpart describes the applica-
bility of the cost principles and proce-
dures in succeeding subparts of this
part to various types of contracts and
subcontracts. It also describes the need
for advance agreements.

31.101 Objectives.

In recognition of differing organiza-
tional characteristics, the cost prin-
ciples and procedures in the succeeding
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subparts are grouped basically by orga-
nizational type; e.g., commercial con-
cerns and educational institutions. The
overall objective is to provide that, to
the extent practicable, all organiza-
tions of similar types doing similar
work will follow the same cost prin-
ciples and procedures. To achieve this
uniformity, individual deviations con-
cerning cost principles require advance
approval of the agency head or des-
ignee. Class deviations for the civilian
agencies require advance approval of
the Civilian Agency Acquisition Coun-
cil. Class deviations for the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
require advance approval of the Deputy
Chief Acquisition Officer. Class devi-
ations for the Department of Defense
require advance approval of the Direc-
tor of Defense Procurement, Office of
the Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition, Technology, and Logistics.

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 56
FR 67133, Dec. 27, 1991; 61 FR 31655, June 20,
1996; 65 FR 24325, Apr. 25, 2000; 67 FR 13068,
Mar. 20, 2002; 70 FR 11763, Mar. 9, 2005]

31.102 Fixed-price contracts.

The applicable subparts of part 31
shall be used in the pricing of fixed-
price contracts, subcontracts, and
modifications to contracts and sub-
contracts whenever (a) cost analysis is
performed, or (b) a fixed-price contract
clause requires the determination or
negotiation of costs. However, applica-
tion of cost principles to fixed-price
contracts and subcontracts shall not be
construed as a requirement to nego-
tiate agreements on individual ele-
ments of cost in arriving at agreement
on the total price. The final price ac-
cepted by the parties reflects agree-
ment only on the total price. Further,
notwithstanding the mandatory use of
cost principles, the objective will con-
tinue to be to negotiate prices that are
fair and reasonable, cost and other fac-
tors considered.

31.1083 Contracts with commercial or-
ganizations.

This category includes all contracts
and contract modifications for sup-
plies, services, or experimental, devel-
opmental, or research work negotiated
with organizations other than edu-
cational institutions (see 31.104), con-

31.104

struction and architect-engineer con-
tracts (see 31.105), State and local gov-
ernments (see 31.107) and nonprofit or-
ganizations (see 31.108) on the basis of
cost.

(a) The cost principles and proce-
dures in subpart 31.2 and agency sup-
plements shall be used in pricing nego-
tiated supply, service, experimental,
developmental, and research contracts
and contract modifications with com-
mercial organizations whenever cost
analysis is performed as required by
15.404-1(c).

(b) In addition, the contracting offi-
cer shall incorporate the cost prin-
ciples and procedures in subpart 31.2
and agency supplements by reference
in contracts with commercial organiza-
tions as the basis for—

(1) Determining reimbursable costs
under (i) cost-reimbursement contracts
and cost-reimbursement subcontracts
under these contracts performed by
commercial organizations and (ii) the
cost-reimbursement portion of time-
and-materials contracts except when
material is priced on a basis other than
at cost (see 16.601(c)(3));

(2) Negotiating indirect cost rates
(see subpart 42.7);

(3) Proposing, negotiating, or deter-
mining costs under terminated con-
tracts (see 49.103 and 49.113);

(4) Price revision of fixed-price incen-
tive contracts (see 16.204 and 16.403);

(5) Price redetermination of price re-
determination contracts (see 16.205 and
16.206); and

(6) Pricing changes and other con-
tract modifications.

[48 FR 42301, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 62
FR 51271, Sept. 30, 1997; 72 FR 6882, Feb. 13,
2007]

31.104 Contracts with educational in-
stitutions.

This category includes all contracts
and contract modifications for research
and development, training, and other
work performed by educational institu-
tions.

(a) The contracting officer shall in-
corporate the cost principles and proce-
dures in subpart 31.3 by reference in
cost-reimbursement contracts with
educational institutions as the basis
for—
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